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must almost certainly have been Afghans. Ferishta1 begins his
account by saying that the Muhammadan Afghans of the
mountains "invaded and laid waste the inhabited countries,
such as Kirmin, Shivarin, and Peshawar"; and that several
battles took place between the Indians and Afghans "on a
plain between Kirman and Peshawar." The Kirman here men-
tioned is not the great province of Kirman, or Karmania, on
the snore of the Indian Ocean, but the Kirman, or Kirwash, of
Timur's historians, which is the valley of Kuram river. The
difficulty may be explained if we limit the part of Kirm&n that
was invaded to the lower valley, or plains of the Kuram river,
and extend the limits of the Afghan country beyond Ghazni
and Kabul, so as to embrace the upper valley, or mountain
region of the Kuram river* Politically the ruler of Peshawar
has always been the ruler of Kohit and Banu, and the
ruler of Kabul has been the lord of the upper Kuram
valley. This latter district is now called Khost; but it
is the Iryub of Timur's historians, and of Wilford's surveyor,
Mogul Beg, and the'jffaryrfj of Elphinstone. Now the Suliman-
Khel of the Bur an division of the Ghiljis number about three-
fourths of the whole horde. I infer, therefore, that the original
seat of the Ghiljis must have included the upper valleys of the
Kuram and Gomal rivers on the east, with Ghazni and Kelat-i-
Ghilji on the west. Haryub would thus have formed part of
the Afghan district of Khilji, or Ghilji. from which the southern
territories of Peshawar were easily accessible.

But whether this explanation of Ferishta's statements
be correct or not, I feel almost certain that Hwen Thsang's
Q-po-kien must be intended for Afghan. Its exact equivalent
would be Avaghan which is the nearest transcript of Afghan"
that the Chinese syllables are capable of making. If this
rendering is correct, it is the earliest mention of the Afghans
that I am aware of under that name.

1. Briggs's Translation, i 7.